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   Many people know that Vincent van Gogh sold only one painting in his whole life.  Throughout his life, he saw his work rejected by the public.  He was always poor; but his brother Theodorus (Theo), an art dealer, supported him by sending him money and artist's materials. Theo believed that his brother was a genius who would one day win public recognition.

   Today, people all over the world love van Gogh's works.  Their great popularity makes them among the world's most expensive paintings.  A century after Vincent's death, a Japanese company paid almost forty million dollars for his painting known as Sunflowers. 
   What makes van Gogh's paintings so special?  They are full of life and energy.  They explode with color.  You really need to see them at an art gallery to appreciate them.  The thick layers of paint and dynamic brushstrokes make you want to reach out and touch them.　
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   Vincent van Gogh was born on March 30, 1853 in the south of the Netherlands.　Four years later, Vincent's favorite brother, Theo, was born.  After leaving school at the age of 14, Vincent tried many jobs, including art dealer, bookstore clerk, teacher, preacher, and social worker.  His work took him to England, Belgium, and France.  Finally, at age 27, Vincent began to study painting and became an artist.  After that, until his death at age 37, he produced almost 900 oil paintings and more than 1,000 drawings. 

   While Vincent's early works were dark pictures with strong shadows, he later came to paint light, bright pictures in his own highly expressive style with short, strong brushstrokes.  One of the things that caused this change was his encounter with ukiyo-e.

   In the second half of the 1880s, when Vincent was painting, Japonism was at its height in Europe.  Vincent greatly admired Japanese prints, which had no shadows but were bathed in light.  He began collecting them in Antwerp, from where he wrote to Theo: "My studio is not bad.  I have pinned a lot of little Japanese prints on the wall, which amuse me very much."  Having moved to Paris, he continued to buy Japanese prints and study them intensively.  In 1887, he arranged an exhibition of Japanese prints at a Paris café, and he also made "copies" of Japanese prints in oils.  Eventually, Vincent and Theo together collected almost 500 ukiyo-e prints. 
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   Because of the vivid colors of ukiyo-e, van Gogh held an image of Japan being a country of bright light.  He held Japanese artists in high regard and greatly admired Hokusai and Hiroshige.  In fact, he came to believe that his whole work was founded on things Japanese.  In February 1888, he moved to Arles in the south of France in search of the clear light and bright colors that he associated with Japan.

   In Arles, he wrote to Theo: "Here my life will become more and more like a Japanese painter's, living close to nature."  In a letter to his friend, the artist Emile Bernard, he wrote: "Having promised to write you, I will begin by telling you that this country seems to me as beautiful as Japan, as far as the clear atmosphere and the bright color effects are concerned.  Water forms patches of a beautiful emerald or a rich blue in the landscape."  In Arles, van Gogh dreamed of creating a utopia for artists.  Hoping to establish an artists' cooperative, he rented the "Yellow House," where he set up his studio.  While waiting for Paul Gauguin to arrive, Vincent painted his famous pictures of sunflowers to decorate his friend's room. 　
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   In October 1888, Gauguin arrived in Arles.  The two artists worked together, painting and discussing art.  These were Vincent's happiest days.  However, tensions grew between these two strong personalities, and after nine weeks together they fought. This was the time of the famous incident when Vincent cut off part of his left ear.

   After Gauguin's departure, Vincent continued to paint energetically.  Mentally, however, he gradually became unstable; and, trying to gain some stability in his life, he entered hospital.

   On leaving hospital, Vincent settled in Auvers, a village north of Paris.  There, in just 70 days, he produced 70 paintings of landscapes, portraits and flowers, and more than 30 drawings.  In the summer of 1890, he borrowed a gun, went out into a field and shot himself.  He died two days later in Theo's arms, surrounded by the ukiyo-e prints that walled his room.  Theo was heartbroken, and six months later, at the age of 33, he too died.  The brothers had always been close.  Now, the graves of Vincent and Theo lie side by side in Auvers.　

· Write T if the following statement is true; write F if it’s false. 
   本文中の解答の根拠とした文に①　　　，②　　　　のように設問番号つきの下線を引きなさい。
1. Because his paintings were popular with the public, Vincent van Gogh was very rich and sold many paintings before he died. 

2. A Japanese company paid nearly 40 million dollars for van Gogh’s painting called Sunflowers.

3. At age 27, van Gogh created 900 oil paintings with his brother Theo. 

4. Vincent van Gogh liked Japanese ukiyo-e prints because they do not have shadows. 

5. Vincent’s brother Theo helped him collect ukiyo-e prints. 

6. Hokusai and Hiroshige are Japanese artists known for painting bright and colorful images.

7. Van Gogh painted the famous painting Sunflowers while visiting Japan. 

8. Paul Gauguin cut off Vincent van Gogh’s ear during a fight. 

9. Van Gogh died when he shot himself in a field. 

10. In only 70 days, van Gogh created 70 paintings and more than 30 drawings. 
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