センター試験英語　第３問題　解答の手順
Ａ  次の問いの英文を読み，下線部の語句の意味をそれぞれの章から推測し，  28  に入れるのに最も適当なものを，それぞれ下の①～④のうちから一つずつ選べ。
問２  
  Takefumi promised that he would meet me every day after school this month from 5 to 7 p.m. so we could study for our history exam together.  This is only the second week, but he’s already missed several meetings due to football practice.  It’s difficult to maintain a good study schedule because of his sporadic attendance.
  In this situation, sporadic means   28  .
①  daily
  ②  invaluable
③  irregular
④  responsible
（２００９年　本試験）
第3間Ａは意味類推問題。“sporadic”という単語は、受験生が知っているわけがない。その知っているわけがない語句の意味を、文章中からどうひねり出してくるかを問う問題だ。こういう問題の解説にはよく「文脈から考える」という言葉が登場するが、そんなことは言われなくたってわかるよね。

問題は、その“文脈”っていう言葉が、「この文章では具体的にどこを見ることを示すのか?」ということをちゃんと理解できなければ意味がないということだ。

センター試験　第３問題の基本構成と解答情報の位置関係
ＴＹＰＥ①　


Ａ　テーマ（下線部分があるところ）


Ｂ　展開部（あまり重要ではない補足情報）


Ｃ　展開部（非常に重要な情報）　←　ここに解答の根拠がある。
ポイント：最初にテーマが来ると、最後に解答の根拠が来る。
ＴＹＰＥ②

Ａ　展開部（あまり重要ではない補足情報）


Ｂ　展開部（非常に重要な情報）　←　ここに解答の根拠がある。

Ｃ　テーマ（下線部分があるところ）

ポイント：最後にテーマが来ると、その直前に解答の根拠が来る。

ＴＹＰＥ③

Ａ　展開部（あまり重要ではない補足情報）


Ｂ　テーマ（下線部分があるとこと）


Ｃ　展開部（非常に重要な情報）　←　ここに解答の根拠がある。
ポイント：真ん中にテーマが来ると、その直後に解答の根拠が来る。

２００９年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① Takefumi promised that he would meet me every day after school this month from 5 to 7 p.m. so we could study for our history exam together.  

② This is only the second week, but he’s already missed several meetings due to football practice.  

③ It’s difficult to maintain a good study schedule because of his sporadic attendance.
下線部分、つまりテーマは第③文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠は第③文の直前、つまり第②文にあることになる。解答の根拠は“already missed several meetings”「すでに何度も来ていない」ということになる。その後、選択肢で、「すでに何度も来ていない」とほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。


①  daily
  ②  invaluable
③  irregular
④  responsible
２００８年　本試験でもう一度解き方を確認してみよう。
  Paul and Brian are fond of fishing.  Now they want to try fishing in an area which they hear is really nice and where they can catch wonderful salmon.  The only trouble is that they might accidentally fish in an area where they do not have permission to fish.  If that happened, they would be poaching salmon and the consequences might not be good. They are wondering whether they should go or not.
  In this passage, the meaning of poaching is   29  .
①  carefully protecting
②  catching illegally
③  partially cooking
④  dropping into a hole
２００８年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① Paul and Brian are fond of fishing.  

② Now they want to try fishing in an area which they hear is really nice and where they can catch wonderful salmon.  ③ The only trouble is that they might accidentally fish in an area where they do not have permission to fish.  

④ If that happened, they would be poaching salmon and the consequences might not be good. 
⑤ They are wondering whether they should go or not.
下線部分、つまりテーマは第④文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠は第④文の直前、つまり第③文にあることになる。解答の根拠は“they might accidentally fish in an area where they do not have permission to fish”「自分たちが偶然、釣りの許可を得ていない場所で釣りをしてしまうかもしれない」ということになる。その後、選択肢で、これとほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。


①  carefully protecting
②  catching illegally
③  partially cooking
④  dropping into a hole
２００７年　本試験でもう一度解き方を確認してみよう。

  Are acts of altruism unique to human beings? 
From my experience I must say that they are also present in the animal world.  I was raised on a farm and was brought up surrounded by animals.  Once I was being attacked by a large dog and began yelling for help.  A horse came running up from a distant field and chased away the dog.  We also had a dog that protected our cat.  When the cat was being attacked by other dogs, our dog drove them away by barking.
  Here, altruism means   30  .
①  acting bravely to protect one’s own honor
②  being true to oneself as well as to others
③  doing something for the sake of others
④  using your brain to understand a situation
２００７年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① Are acts of altruism unique to human beings? 
② From my experience I must say that they are also present in the animal world. 
③ I was raised on a farm and was brought up surrounded by animals. 
④ Once I was being attacked by a large dog and began yelling for help. 
⑤ A horse came running up from a distant field and chased away the dog. 
⑥ We also had a dog that protected our cat. 
⑦ When the cat was being attacked by other dogs, our dog drove them away by barking.
下線部分、つまりテーマは第①文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠は最後の文、つまり第⑦文にあることになる。解答の根拠は“When the cat was being attacked by other dogs, our dog drove them away by barking.”「猫が他の犬に襲われていたとき、うちの犬が吠えてそれらの犬を追い返したのです」ということになる。その後、選択肢で、これとほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。

①  acting bravely to protect one’s own honor
②  being true to oneself as well as to others
③  doing something for the sake of others
④  using your brain to understand a situation
Ｂ  次の英文は，アメリカの高校の授業で友人関係について話し合われた議の一部である。  29  ～  31  に入れるのに最も適当なものを，それぞれ下の①～④のうちから一つずつ選べ。（２００９年本試験）
Teacher：
  Today, we’re going to talk about the issue of friendship.  Let me ask a question: Is it better to make friends with many people, or to have just a few good friends?  In other words, which is more important, the quantity of our friendships or the quality of our friendships?  Does anyone have any comments?  Yes, Jordan.
Jordan：
  I think it’s important to have a friend you can count on when you’re in trouble.  We all have some tough times, and we need someone to talk to at such times.  No matter how many friends you have, your problems can’t be solved unless you have someone you can trust.  Having many friends doesn’t always mean that their advice will help you solve your problems.  Here at school, I have just two good friends, but I know I can rely on them for anything I need.  They both help me a lot in my daily life. I think this is far better than having lots of friends.  Also, you can’t maintain long-term relationships with many people.  The fewer friends you have, the more time you can spend with each of them.  Just saying “Hi” to everybody doesn’t give you a better quality of life.
Teacher：
  OK. Thanks a lot. Jordan says   29  .
①  having many friends is related to people’s happiness in life
②  he made a decision to help friends whenever he can
③  people can be satisfied if they simply have many friends
④  quality is more important than quantity in friendships
　第３問題Ｂは自分でテーマ（主張）を見つけ出せるかどうかを問われている。テーマ（主張）とは、つまりトピックセンテンスを見つけ出せるかどうかである。

テーマ（トピックセンテンス）には、ある程度の「型」がある。この「型」を理解しておくと、テーマを見つけることが容易になる。

１　I think (that) S + V ~


類例: I suppose ~ , I believe ~

２　S should do ~


類例: It is natural that s should do ~, It is better to do ~

３　S may do ~ but S +V~


類例: S may do ~ . However, S + V ~
文中に、上記の「型」が現れたら、テーマ（トピックセンテンス）ではないかと考えてみること。

２００９年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① I think it’s important to have a friend you can count on when you’re in trouble.  

② We all have some tough times, and we need someone to talk to at such times.  

③ No matter how many friends you have, your problems can’t be solved unless you have someone you can trust.  

④ Having many friends doesn’t always mean that their advice will help you solve your problems.  

⑤ Here at school, I have just two good friends, but I know I can rely on them for anything I need.  

⑥ They both help me a lot in my daily life. 
⑦ I think this is far better than having lots of friends.  ←　テーマ（主張）
⑧ Also, you can’t maintain long-term relationships with many people.  

⑨ The fewer friends you have, the more time you can spend with each of them. 
⑩ Just saying “Hi” to everybody doesn’t give you a better quality of life.
Jordanの主張、つまりテーマは第⑦文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠はテーマの直後、つまり第⑧文以降にあることになる。解答の根拠その１は英文⑧“you can’t maintain long-term relationships with many people.”「多くの人とは長い期間にわたる関係を維持することができない。」とある。さらに、解答の根拠その２は英文⑨“The fewer friends you have, the more time you can spend with each of them.”「友達が少なければ少ないほど、それぞれの友達と過ごす時間は多くなる。」ということになる。その後、選択肢で、これらとほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。

①  having many friends is related to people’s happiness in life
②  he made a decision to help friends whenever he can
③  people can be satisfied if they simply have many friends
④  quality is more important than quantity in friendships
Teacher：
   Any other ideas? Amy?
Amy：
  I think people should have a lot of friends throughout their lives.  I mean, you should get on well with as many people as possible because having a lot of friends will widen and deepen your understanding of life in various ways.  You’ll learn and experience different ways of thinking by knowing them.  I like having many friends because each friend brings me new possibilities.  Also, I disagree with Jordan.  When you’re in trouble, fewer friends will give you fewer chances to solve the problem.  When I have a problem, I like to ask as many friends as possible for their advice.
Teacher：
   All right. Amy thinks that   30  .
①  by observing many friends, you’ll gain skills to distinguish trustworthy people from others
②  friends can sometimes be mean to you, but friendships will become steady
③  many friends often confuse you, and they guide you to wrong solutions
④  the more friends you have, the more chances you’ll have to solve problems
２００９年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① I think people should have a lot of friends throughout their lives.  ←　テーマ（主張）
② I mean, you should get on well with as many people as possible because having a lot of friends will widen and deepen your understanding of life in various ways.  

③ You’ll learn and experience different ways of thinking by knowing them. 
④ I like having many friends because each friend brings me new possibilities.  

⑤ Also, I disagree with Jordan.  

⑥ When you’re in trouble, fewer friends will give you fewer chances to solve the problem.  

⑦ When I have a problem, I like to ask as many friends as possible for their advice.
Amyの主張、つまりテーマは第①文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠は最後、つまり第⑦、⑧文にあることになる。解答の根拠その１は英文⑦“When you’re in trouble, fewer friends will give you fewer chances to solve the problem.”「困った時、友人が少ないと問題を解決する機会が少なくなります。」とある。さらに、解答の根拠その２は英文⑧“When I have a problem, I like to ask as many friends as possible for their advice.”「問題がある時、できるだけ多くの友達に忠告を求めたいのです。」ということになる。その後、選択肢で、これらとほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。

①  by observing many friends, you’ll gain skills to distinguish trustworthy people from others
②  friends can sometimes be mean to you, but friendships will become steady
③  many friends often confuse you, and they guide you to wrong solutions
④  the more friends you have, the more chances you’ll have to solve problems
Teacher：
    Any other comments on this question? Maria?
Maria：
  Unlike Jordan and Amy, I don’t think we have to choose between having “many” friends and having “good” friends.  I’m one of Amy’s many friends, but that doesn’t necessarily mean the quality of our relationship is bad.  In fact, she’s always good to me, listens to my problems and offers advice, even though, as she says, she has many friends.  I believe people can have both.
Teacher：
    Well, I think that’s an excellent way to conclude, Maria.   31  
①  Having good friends is much more important than having many friends.
②  We can have both quantity and quality in our friendships.
③  Your good friendship with Amy is a rare case.
④  Your idea is just a repetition of Jordan and Amy’s comments.
２００９年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
① Unlike Jordan and Amy, I don’t think we have to choose between having “many” friends and having “good” friends.  

② I’m one of Amy’s many friends, but that doesn’t necessarily mean the quality of our relationship is bad.  

③ In fact, she’s always good to me, listens to my problems and offers advice, even though, as she says, she has many friends.  

④ I believe people can have both.
Mariaの主張、つまりテーマは第①文にある。先ほどの英文の基本構成から、解答の根拠は最後、つまり第④文にあることになる。解答の根拠は英文④“I believe people can have both.”「人は両方が必要だと思います。」とある。その後、選択肢で、これとほぼ同じ意味を表すものを選べばよい。

①  Having good friends is much more important than having many friends.
②  We can have both quantity and quality in our friendships.
③  Your good friendship with Amy is a rare case.
④  Your idea is just a repetition of Jordan and Amy’s comments.
Ｃ  次の文章の  32  ～  34  に入れるのに最も適当なものを，それぞれ以の①～④のうちから一つずつ選べ。
      It has been said that nine out of ten people like chocolate and the tenth one is lying, but did you ever think about who gets the money you pay for your favorite chocolate?  In fact, the farmer who grows the cocoa beans and the farmer whose cows give the milk get very little of the money you pay.  Most of it goes to the companies which transport the raw materials, turn them into chocolate, then package, advertise and distribute it to stores.  As a result, the cocoa and milk producers often live in very poor conditions.   32  
      Garstang, near Lancaster in England, is a town which encourages stores to sell “Fairtrade” goods; in fact, it calls itself “The World’s First Fairtrade Town.”  If you buy goods with the “Fairtrade” label, you can be sure that a reasonable part of the money you pay will go to the farmer who grows the raw materials from which your goods are made.  For example, money paid for “Fairtrade” chocolate goes to cocoa farmers in Africa.  People in Garstang became interested in “Fairtrade” when they began to look for a way to help these farmers.  The farmers complained that big chocolate companies were interested only in buying cocoa beans inexpensively, and not in whether the farmers had enough money to live.  One group in Garstang decided to   33  , making sure the farmers could keep as much of the profit as possible.
      The chocolate sold in stores in Garstang with a special “Fairtrade” logo on it was more expensive than ordinary chocolate, but 82% of local people said they were willing to pay extra if they knew the money was being used to help people in a poor country.  Gradually, other goods came to be traded in this way.
      The next thing that happened was that local dairy farmers demonstrated in the center of Garstang.  They wanted   ////34  . They pointed out that, like the cocoa farmers in Africa, they also felt disadvantaged by an unfair trading system. They wanted more money for the milk their cows produced.  As a result, Garstang has become a center not only for fair trade with poorer countries, but also for promoting locally produced goods.
  32  
①  Farmers in England have started to grow their own cocoa.
②  One small town in England is trying to change this situation.
③  People take action in their local community to reduce the price of chocolate.
④  There is very little that can be done to improve things.
  33  
①  buy cocoa directly from the farmers and make it into chocolate
②  give money to poor African farmers who grow cocoa beans
③  return the chocolate to the cocoa farmers in Africa
④  supply cocoa beans to African farmers
  34  
①  to become involved in the “Fairtrade” movement
②  to be paid more for the cocoa they produced
③  to encourage chocolate consumption
④  to reduce the price of their chocolate bars
　第３問題Ｃは適文補充問題です。Ａ・Ｂ問題と決定的に違っているのは、この問題だけ、複数の段落（パラグラフ）が重なって一つの文章になっているという点です。Ａ・Ｂ問題なら、一つの段落（パラグラフ）内で、テーマや展開部を考えれば良かったけれども、Ｃ問題では、他の段落とのつながりを意識する必要が出てきます。また、一つの段落内にしても今までよりも細かな観察が必要となり、難易度が上がります。しかし、英文の基本構成が理解できているかどうかを聞いている問題であるため、それがしっかりと分かっていれば、比較的迷うことなく解答できる問題です。
センター試験　第３問題Ｃの基本構成と解答情報の位置関係

ＴＹＰＥ①
空欄　　　　（適文を補充する部分）が段落の先頭にある場合




Ａ　テーマ　


Ｂ　展開部（周辺情報）



Ｃ　展開部（中心情報）
ＴＹＰＥ②
空欄　　　　（適文を補充する部分）が段落中にある場合

Ａ　テーマ



Ｂ　展開部（周辺情報）　　


Ｃ　展開部（中心情報）
ＴＹＰＥ③
空欄　　　　（適文を補充する部分）が段落の最後にある場合


解法パターン１　空欄前後の英文から空欄に入る適文を選ぶ。（上記のＴＹＰＥ②と同じ）


解法パターン２　次の段落から空欄に入る適文を選ぶ。

２００９年の問題で具体的に考えていこう。
It has been said that nine out of ten people like chocolate and the tenth one is lying, but did you ever think about who gets the money you pay for your favorite chocolate?  In fact, the farmer who grows the cocoa beans and the farmer whose cows give the milk get very little of the money you pay.  Most of it goes to the companies which transport the raw materials, turn them into chocolate, then package, advertise and distribute it to stores.  As a result, the cocoa and milk producers often live in very poor conditions.   32  
Garstang, near Lancaster in England, is a town which encourages stores to sell “Fairtrade” goods; in fact, it calls itself “The World’s First Fairtrade Town.”  
■解法の手順■
　①　空欄　３２　は、段落の最後にある。このことから、この空欄に入る英文は、この部分の前後または次の段落から判断することになる。

　②　選択肢が当てはまるかどうかを考える。

①  Farmers in England have started to grow their own cocoa.　×「自分たちで育てる」とは書いてない。
②  One small town in England is trying to change this situation.○
③  People take action in their local community to reduce the price of chocolate.×「価格を下げる」とは書いていない。
④  There is very little that can be done to improve things.×「状況を改善できることはほとんどない」趣旨に反する。

空欄が段落の最後にある場合は、次の段落の内容全てを読まないと判断できないことが多い。注意が必要！
Garstang, near Lancaster in England, is a town which encourages stores to sell “Fairtrade” goods; in fact, it calls itself “The World’s First Fairtrade Town.”  If you buy goods with the “Fairtrade” label, you can be sure that a reasonable part of the money you pay will go to the farmer who grows the raw materials from which your goods are made.  For example, money paid for “Fairtrade” chocolate goes to cocoa farmers in Africa.  People in Garstang became interested in “Fairtrade” when they began to look for a way to help these farmers.  The farmers complained that big chocolate companies were interested only in buying cocoa beans inexpensively, and not in whether the farmers had enough money to live.  One group in Garstang decided to   33  , making sure the farmers could keep as much of the profit as possible.
■解法の手順■
　①　空欄　３３　は、段落中にある。このことから、この空欄に入る英文は、この部分の前後から判断することになる。
　②　空欄の後ろが解答を選ぶ際の決め手になる。特に“, making ~ ”と直前の内容を補足説明している分詞構文であることが理解できれば、解答することは簡単である。

③　空欄に当てはまる選択肢を考える。

①  buy cocoa directly from the farmers and make it into chocolate　○「農家から直接カカオを買う」とある。
②  give money to poor African farmers who grow cocoa beans　×「お金を与える（寄付する）」ではない。
③  return the chocolate to the cocoa farmers in Africa　×　問題外
④  supply cocoa beans to African farmers　×　問題外

選択肢②を選び、間違えた受験生が多かった問題である。“give money”は「お金を与える」ことである。「利益を得る」という意味ではない。英文の正確な理解がこの問題の解答には必要である。
The next thing that happened was that local dairy farmers demonstrated in the center of Garstang.  They wanted   ////34  . They pointed out that, like the cocoa farmers in Africa, they also felt disadvantaged by an unfair trading system. They wanted more money for the milk their cows produced.  As a result, Garstang has become a center not only for fair trade with poorer countries, but also for promoting locally produced goods.
■解法の手順■
　①　空欄　３４　は、段落中にある。このことから、この空欄に入る英文は、この部分の前後または次の段落から判断することになる。

　②　空欄の直後にある２つの英文を根拠に選択肢を絞る必要がある。

　③　空欄に当てはまる選択肢を考える。

①  to become involved in the “Fairtrade” movement　○
②  to be paid more for the cocoa they produced　×“they”は「牛乳の生産者」であり「カカオの生産者」ではない
③  to encourage chocolate consumption　×この段落では、チョコレートは関係ない。
④  to reduce the price of their chocolate bars　×この段落には、チョコレートは関係ない。

センター試験　第３問題を素速く正確に解答するためには、英文の段落内における構成をきちんと理解していることが必要です。ここまでに説明した英文の構成を意識しながら、問題演習すれば、今まで何となく解答していた問題が、自信を持って解けるようになるはずだ。
このタイプでは、空欄の前後の英文から空欄に入る適文を選ばせようとしている。（数は少ないが、テーマから選ばせる場合もある。）





このタイプでは、テーマに相当する英文を選択肢から選ばせようとしている。Ｂ展開部やＣ展開部からＡテーマが何であるかを判断する。











